Pre-treatment serum levels of tumour markers in metastatic breast cancer: a prospective assessment of their role in predicting response to therapy and survival.
The value of pre-treatment serum tumour marker levels in 85 consecutive patients of newly diagnosed metastatic breast cancer was prospectively assessed for predicting response to therapy and survival. The markers studied were carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA), orosomucoid (ORO), erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR), C reactive protein (CRP), ferritin (FERR), human milk fat globule membrane 1 and 2 (HMFG1 and 2), CA 15-3 and NCRC-11. There was no correlation between serum marker levels and response to therapy. Only serum concentrations of CRP (P = 0.02), FERR (P = 0.001), HMFG1 (P = 0.004) and HMFG2 (P = 0.04) were predictive for survival. The prognostic significance of HMFG1 was restricted to a minority of patients (7%) with extreme values of these serum markers.